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(57) Ab.stract: A method of purchasing an item, the method enabling a user to search for information on the cost of an item on a 
distributed computer system, the method comprising: generating a search request for the item at a user terminal: modifying the search 
request to indicate at least one user preference; forwarding the search request to a server adapted to retrieve data from the distributed 
computer system, the server adapted to provide a search result to a user terminal selected in accordance with a predetermined user 
preference dependent on the extent to which the search result conforms with the search request, whereby the user is able to purchase 
the item at the cost informed by the search result. 
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